


FIGHTER SQUADRCH SIXTY TWO COMMAID HISTORY

BESIGIATICH ArD MISSION

The squadron was designeted Fighter Squzdron SIZTY TWO (VF-562) on
1 July 1955, at which time it received Td-3 "Fury" aircraft. The squadron's

first Commanding Officer wes Commznder R. W. DREWELOW, U, 3. HAVY.

Fighter Squadron SIXTY TWU is designated a Fighter Interceptor Squadron.
As such the squsdron's mission is to "intercept =nd destroy enemy zircraft,'
Its secondary miscions include attack escort, tarpget patrol, snd fipghter
sweep missions or as the Foree Commendetr may designates Squazdron asircraft
are confizured for sll-weather intercept, they are fully instrumented for .
instrument and night operetion, enabling the sguedron to complete its missior
under adverse weather and night visibility conditions.

HISTCRY

The squadron's first deployment was maje in Feirusry 1056 to the
Caribberin Ares with Air Task Group 202. B3ix weeks were devote’ to gunnery
troining znd Carrier Qurlilfe.ticiGabonrd the USS HANTULYY, Ap istensive
gunnery progpram eshore at Leeward Toint Field, Zuantsnemo Zay, Cuba netted
#ive B's for gunnery proficiency for VF-62 pilots, Returning to the RZszn-olpl
&ll pilots were caorrier qualificd,

In July 1956, cfter » concentrated period of preperation, VF-62
dezloyed again 02 the W "WLLy thic.tive Tor the kegditerrinenn 'ng pis..ontl
of intensive operations. The squedron particinatel in 13 z r Jefense
exercises, flying 1,548 hours an? making 1,156 carrier lendings, [unifoOLEI
returned frow the MHediterrarcan im Februvary 1957, .t which time & complete
trainiig cyele was initisted. Irom bHerch through June the newly zssipned
pilots were trained in the Fi-% mé indoctrinated with the squadron's
section =nd division tuctics, '

In April 1957, Commcnier Toman KCLAKOWSKI relived Cowmmen’er DREVELOW
as Commending Officer., In Auzust, the squzdron deploye:’ once ~gain to
Leewzrd Loint "ield for zaother air-to-air gumnery prosrom. Upom return
to COMNG, carrier qualifications were conucted chonr  the UGS BEISLL {CVA-9),
voth day md nicht, end the squadron srepared once zgein for deploynent to
the Hediterrznean in ecrly 1955,

Un 2 Februsry 1S58, VFw62 lep-rtel in BSSEX for the Hediterranean md
siz months of crrrier operations, “uring the Jeployment the squadron flew
3,006 hours ond made 1,701 cerrier lendingse The Lebanon Crisis occurred
in mideJjuly, and VF-62 was on hand with Zour "Furies" overhead during the
iZorine Landing on the lbth, Flizht operations were of necessity stepped
up, and during the period from 15 July to 19 August (21 days) the squadron
flew 839 sorties snd 1,067 hours--an cverege of 30 sorties for 52,5 hours
per day.

Suring the intensive operations during the Lebanon Crisis, V@-52 pilots
made the §5,000th and £6200th landings sboard USS ISSEX, Captain
USAE, sn Air Force Exchange filot, made the §5,00Cth landing;

LT USH mzaie the 56,000th lsnding.
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VF-62 Command History (Cont'd)

Following the L2banon crisis, the ESSEX was diverted to the Pacific
Fleet via the Suez Canal to provide additional ¢triking power should it be
needed at trouble-ridden Formosa. VF=62 was thus given the opportunity to
operate in the Atkemtig, Pacific:afd Mediterrancen: tRies in a gingle
deployments In an eight month period, the squadron visited such ports as:

GEﬁOa; Ltaly Athens, Greece Coimboy Ceylon
Cannes, France Port Said, Eqypt Capetown, S. Africa
Barcelona, Spain Singapore, B. C. . Rio de Janerio, Brazil

Upon the squadron's retusn to feoil Field, Flo¥idd, on 21 November 1956,
Comnender Jumes F. STONE, USN, relievedl Commadder KOLAKOWSHI as Commending
Officers Arriving with Copmander STONE was & full camplement of repladetent
pilots. Aifter a period of femiliarization bnd training, the squadron once
2gain prepared for deploymenti. Notably; all pilots were qualified in
Broadcast Gontrol Intercept COPEX, with 11 pilots netting E's.

In April. 1859, the squadron re-qulified mboard the USS RANDOLPH, ther
boarding the ESEEX for opepations in preparation for Mediterranean deployment
in mid-1959} While particjpating in Operation INTEX 1-59, LT James C. STEELE,
USN, was killed in a flight; deck crash upon returning from sn early moxning
CAP flight. 48 a result of the crash and the ensuing fire, seven plapes were
badly demaged or destroyed. The fire was extinguished swiftly, but not
before two flight deck peysonnel from ViA-176 were fatally burned.

During June 1959, VF+62 concentrated on its air-to-air gumery proficiency
and conducted night carriex qualifioations sboard ESSEX. All 14 pilots were
qualified. Operations werp conducted mshore both at Mgyport, Florida and
Oceana, Virginia, The squgdron pariicipated in a NATO exercise in July,
following vith p MMPEX of 20,000 and 30,00 gunnery.

On 7 August, ESSEX safled from Mayport for the Mediterranean once mOﬁ
relieving the USS INTREPID on 18 aAugust at Gilbraltar. In September, LT
i USN, made the 92,000th landing on the E. .75, just two days after
he had successfully ditched an FI-F1"Fury" at sea following an engine failure
in the landing pettern. From 18 September to 24 September ESSEX participated
in NATO excercisé CRESCENT MACE, an intensive air and sea operation composed
of all NATO ccuntries. On 1 October LT [ENEH again successfully ditched
at sea following an arrested landing on which the arresting wire broke.
Baving had a helicopter hoist amonth earlier, this time he was rescued by
the Destroyer Plane Guard USS D. H. FOX.

In December 1959, the ESSEX wes designated an excort ship for Prepident
Eisenhower and hig entourage, travelling from Athens, Greece to Toulon,

France via Tunisia, Tunis, The evolution was named Operation MONSOON. In
order to make room for additional helicopters and members of thepress, part

of the air group flew to Navsl Station, Rota, Sprin for the duration of MONSGO
The remainder of the group, including five VF~62 "Furies", participted in

en air show for the President, who wag embarked in the USS DES MOINES.

Upon completion of Qperation MONSOON and re-asgembly of theAir Group, the
ESSEX entered port at Naples, Itely for Christmen.
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YF-62 Command History (Cont'd) 7

Y
After leaving Naples in Jamuary 1962, the squadron engaged
in an intensive month of carrier operetions, accumulating over 455
hours. During this month, most of VF-62'g pilots became ESSEX Cen-
turions. By early Febtruary all pilots became Centurions. On 13
February the ESSEX was relieved by USS F, D. ROUSEVELT (CVa-42),
and VF-62 returned to home port at Cecil Field,

On 1 March 1960, Vi-62 recieved its firs F8U~1 "Crusader",
and became the last Fighter Squadron to deploy with the FJ YFury",
With the arrival of the new type aricraft, only four pilots remeined
with Fighter Squadron 62, Ten recently trained F-8U pilots were re-
ceived from Replacement .ir Group Training at Vi-174, and the tran-
sition was begun. Commander B.L GARBOW, USN, also 2 recent grzduate
of F8-U training at V£-174, relieved Commander STONE a8 Commanding
Officer,

On 1 June 1960, only three short months after receipt of its
first F-8U, VF-62 deployed in USS SH.NGRI-L.. (CVi-38) for the Car-
ibbecns In addition, to & concentreted "Shake~down" of the ship,
VF-62 conducted a highly succesaful gunnery program at Guantanamo
Bay, Cubz. Day end night carrier qualificaticns were com~lcted for
all pilots. The SHuIIGRI-1.. returned 1o Meyport on 18 July and the
squadron returned to Cecil Field, where COMPEXES in gunnery and in-
tercepts were comploted,

On 6 September 1960, VF-62 deployed again in SHLNGRI-L.
and sailed for the North stlantic in order to perticipate in the
major NATO Exercises "SWORD THRUST". During thcse exercises, op-
erations were conducted in the Norwegian Sea and North itlantic,
in conjunction with other NATO Exorcises. Thc only VF-62 mishap
was a faulty catapult shot on which Commender J,E, DLVIS, USKN, Ex-
exutive officer, wos uninjured when his F-8U veercd off the gstar-
board side of tho bow, brokc up and sank. He was recovered by
helicopter. The squodron flew 73 sorties for 111 flight hours during
the 15 deys of the cxercise. .t the completicn of SWORD THRUST,
the SHLNGRT-L. decked in Southompton, England for teon days, and on
10 October sailed for Mayport, where thc squadron once agnin off-
looded and returned to Cecil Field for training and COMPEX refreshers.

On 16 November 1960, the "Scagoing Boomerengs" were egain
underway in SH.NGRI-I.. for twe wocks in the Caribbean and refresher
C.RQU..LS. The squadron returncd to Cecil Field on 28 Nevember, where
nermal traing wes resumed ond Christmes wes spent et heme,

On 1 Februnry, VF-62 once agnin lcoded abcerd USS SHUNGRI-LA
and embarked fer Rota, Spain. Three menths of extnesive gunnery nd
tactics training werc acecmplished at Reta, and SH.NGRI-Li wos Te-
called frem the Mediterrancon in errly May, and Fighter Squadren
SIXTY TW0 returned tc Cocil Field cn 16 Moy, On26 Moy, o formnl
squadren inspecticn was held, at which Cemmander Joe P. MOORER,
USN, relicved Cemmancer G KBOW es Commonding Officer.



VE-62 COMAND HISTORY (CONT!D)

Just two weeks after return from the Mediterranean, the "Boomerangs"
wereordered to load eboard SHANGRI-LA on 1 June for emergency deployment
to the Dominican Republic, where a polictical brush fire was blazing.
After two -weeks of anxiety and intensive operations, the squadron pro-
ceeded an SHANGRI-LL to the Island of Viexes to participate in full-
scale marine landing exercises. On 20 June, the squadron returned to Cecil
Field, where intercept training and COMPEXES were resumed,

Between 18 and 28 July, day and night refresher carrier gualifications
wereconducted off the Florida cosst aboard USS SHANGRI-La. This operation
was repeated during the period of 21 to 27 August.

September and October of 1961 were spent in concentrated training in
radar and Sidewinder intercept techniques, the squedron taking advantage of
anmuminterupted two month tomr on the beach.

On 1 November the entire squadron deployed to Leeward Point Field.
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, a familiar site by now to the "Seagoing Boomerangs".
Three weeks of intensive air-to-eir gummery were accomplished, as well as
the setting of a flight time record. 4 total of 809 hours were flown
during the month of November an all-time high for NaVuIRLANT jet fighter
squadrons for one calender month.

With political tension mounting in Latin imerica, Christmas leave
period was curtailed at Cecil Field, as the squadron maintained a combat
ready status 24 hours a day into t?e/ﬂew Year.

1GLuY

During the month of January, ﬁay and night refresher carrier quali-
fications were conducted off the Florida coast aboard USS ¥F.D. ROOSEVELT
(CV4 42). 431 pilots were day and night qualified,

On 8 February 1962, Fighter Squadron SIXTY TWO was tenporarily
assigned to carricr air Group ONE for the "Shakedown™ cruise of the Viorld's
largest ship and first nuclear aircraft carrier, USS ENTHRPRISE (CVaN-65),
4 group of 5 VF-62 pilots had already operated on the deck of ENTERPRISE in
mid~January, o short cruise on which Commander G. C. TALLY, USN, Commander
Carrier 4ir Group ONE, made the first Jet landing on the Enterprise in a
VF-62 aircraft.,

Operating out of Guantanamo Bay, ENTERPRISE received the highest mark- "
ever attained by a Navy ship while under shakedown. VI-§2 was no less \§
impressive, as it flew 614.6 hours during the month of March alone, p
and accounted for 548 of the 2908 landings amassed on the nuclear carrier,

In early &pril, following the highly successful Caribbean cruige, VF-62
and ENTERPRISE proceeded +o waters off Norfolk, Virginie. .iir Group ONE
in the ENTERPRISE and iir Group KIGHT in the USS FORRESTAL performed a joint
air show and Fire Power Demonstration for ident John F. KENNEDY and members
of Congress. Five of VF-62's pilots (CDR | » Lcor NG 1 QIR oo
LT [BEE hod the honor of shaking hands with the President following the
giant demonstration. On 14 april 1962, the "Boomerangs" returned to
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VF 62 Command History (Cont'd)

Floride once more, to concentrate on the completion of training and
COMPEXES for the last weeks of the Fiscal Year -- another successful
Yyear for the sguadron, with an impressive safety record and more opera-
tional experience behind them, lookihg forward to another perhaps nore
guccessful year.

Commender John G. BROZ0O relieved Commender J. P. MOORER as
Commanding Officer on 15 June 1962, Commander BROZO had previously
served as the "Boomerang! Executive Officer.

On the fourteenth of September Commander John W. BROWN assumed
command of Fighter Squadron SIXTY TWO. Commander BROZ0 had suffered a
back injury and was unable to continue operational flying.

In late October, during the initial build-up for the Cuban crisis,
Fighting SIXTY TWO temporarily joined the U.S. AIR FORCE. TUnder the
Tactical Air Command all activities were coordinated through CVG-10.

The primary mission during this period was strike and fighter escort for
attack aircraft.

The "Boomerangs" embarked abcard the USS LEXINGTON (CVS 16) as part
of CVG 3 in November. On the 26th of November, Fighter Squadron SIXTY
TWO was reassigned to their parent 4ir Group, CVG 10 and continued
opperations off the Florida coast, a2board the USS LLXIKGTCN until the
14th of December, when the entire air group returned to NAS Cecil Field.

As Christmas approached, the '"Boomerangs" deployed five F8B's to
NAS Key West to stand the Fighter alert duty under COMKEYWESTFORCES from
19 December 1962 to Jenmuary 1963. Christmas was highlighted for the Key
West detachment by the arrival of Samta Claus. from NAS Cecil Field in
his "Crugader".

Again between the 29th of January and the 20th of March 1963,
Fighting SIXTY TWO deployed four aircraft to NAS Leeward Point,
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba to assume fighter alert duty under COMNABASE,
Guantenamo Bay. .

The majority of the squadron remained at NAS Cecil Field during
January, February, end March., Training centered arcund Sidewinder
intercepts againgt Delmar tow targets and air-to-air gunnery.

The Operational Readiness Inspection wes successfully completed
during the last week of March.

Fighting SIXTY TWO again embarked aboard the USS SHANGRI-LA
(CVA-38) for a “shakedown" cruise in April and Mey of 1963. Dep-
loying four Crusaders to NaS McCalle, Guantanamo Bay, the "Boomer~
angs" accomplished another first for the fleet by flying their four
alert F-8B's frem a 4,300 foot airstrip. Utilizing MOREST gear,
over 150 successful field arrestments were logged while flying CAP
missions defending Guantanamo. The squadron participated in the
ship's ORI and successfully completed its own ORI prior to returning
to tke states. A "Boomerang" pilot logged the 50,000 landing sboard
the "SHANG" since her recommissioning. Bven with the intensive
air operations oceuring during the ORI, the "cake ceremony" was
nevertheless observed on the flight deck, Midwey through the cruise,
Kingston, Jamaica proved to be a much more entertasining liberty poxt
than the usual Gitmo routine,

[JZL""'L-
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Following the Maintenance change came the annual Administrative/
Material inspection., Conducted on the 2lst of April, Fighter Squadron
SIXTY TWO centinued to show itself as an outstanding Fighter Squadrot. [L 9

&
Completing the inspectien, the sgquadron continued its shore based ,
training in air-to-ground weapons delivery, lew level navigation, tactics,
and banner gunnery. During this period VF-62 Jace again became a
member of an Air Wing, On 1 May 1966, the squadron became a member of
Attack Carrier Air Wing EIGHT.

In June the scene shifted from NAS Cecil Field to the USS SHANGRI-LA
where VF-52 deployed for a training cruise off the eocast of Cuba. Flying
both from SHANGRI LA and Leeward Point, Gwantanamo Bay, Cuba, the
squadron continued its training operations.

Dwring this training cruise, CDR ¥illiam F. RAU, USN, relieved
CDR Harold L, TIRRY, USN, as fommanding Officer eof Fighter Sguadren

SIXTY T90. The change of command ceremonies took place at Leeward
Point on 9 July 1966.

After returning to NAS Cecil Field en 28 July 1966 the 'BCOMERS
began transitioning from F8% aircraft to their presemt F8D model. Cou-
pleting the transition, VF-62 once again boarded SHANGII LA fer a short
two week training period off the coast of Florida.

Conpleting this short cruise the sguadron returmed to Cecil and
began preparing for an eight month Mediterranean cruise. Departiag
the states on 29 Sentember, SHANGRI LA operated off Florida before
transiting the itlantic.

After crossing the Atlantie, the ship conducted carrier refresher
lendings off the coast of Spain. At this time LTJG
USNR recor@ed the 78,000 lan:ing aboard the SHANGRI LA.

In-chopping with the U. 5. Sixth Fleet, the SHANGRI LA eemmenced
operstions within the Mediterranean Sea, condwcting unilateral amnd
bilataral exercises with NATO forces in the areaj Phiblex with the
Marines, Lafayette with the French and Dawn Clear with the Italians
to name a few.

While conducting a joint exercise with the US3 AMIRICA, VF-62 had
the misfortune of a mid-air collision. Both pilots, LCDR_
USN, and LTJG -, USNR, ejected safely and were returned to :

EANGRI LA amidst a hanpily waiting crew of sguadron members,

Along with the exercises were the delightful port periods. Some
of the ports called at were Naples, Italy; the Isle of lalta; Istarbul,
Turkey; Athexs, Greecce; Taranto, Italy; Toulon, France; Marseilles,
France; Palma, Mallorca; Naples again; Palermo, Sicily; and Bareelora,
Spain,

Now that the cruise has almost\come to a successful conelusiom the
members eof the "SIAGOING BOOMIRANGS'" are looking forward to home and
family.



bfter returning to Cecil “;eld on 20 Moy 1947 the "2ooners” begen
trensitioning from FOC models 5 total of eizkt of the 780 airerasft
were modified itk = "hard rmiat" win: , enabling the airerzit t: carry
conventlonsl wing stores,

On 15 July 1967 2 detachrent from Fiskter Siunadron STIUT 1.0 left
for #:5 Key ""est and Fot Pad ilert duty for a period of two ~ﬂo~mk=-

On 2, July 1957 CDR Donsld L, :'I—Z."‘;I';", 1o pelieved 03, ‘illism T,
R.iy TEY asa Cormnanﬂmg Dfficer of 7i-Lter Fﬂuam“on SREATRG AP U] -

—~

chenze of command ceremonies were Lold at ¥ -& Tecil 7ield,

On L furust 1967, the s-va ron ~oved abosrd the 118§ Sx:nfnI LA

for aooroximately one month of intens... ve training off the coast of Cuba.

Tpon return to COITS on 2 Septem‘!:ver trhe scundron continu-d its
rizorous training schedule at Caell Tieldse Tm 15 Sentambe r u:.-—: Koy
‘ezt detackhvent returned Lo ! ec:.'L "iela. Zoardin: tha TEY EEANGRI LA
on 25 September the mquedron eonducte” two waels rnfr(,qher tn- ining off
tre cosst of Florida. Durin: this 2t sea neriod, US° Sk HGRT Li and
cYback Carrier fir Ting I7077 witk Pickter =~wvalron STIIY T Lhostad
the fmerican Ordnance *ccaclﬂuﬂon fo 2 Pire Fower DFmonqur“Jlon. The
Searoing Joomersnve devonstret -2 th+= capabilities of the 78 Grusader
by firing Z101 rockets, Sidewiader . issiles and 20 millimst-r cannon.

Tollowing this latest a3t ses urmw:mg, the sonadron reburm-4 Lo

Cecil Field on 10 October, wrere it continued to cravare its naw aireraft

for tre upcomin: Mediterrsnean Decloyment.

2
r‘?’b

On 2l October the Seagoin: 3Boomers embarked aboard thas USS SEANTRI LA

for two weeke of refresher treining just nrior to dedarturs for the Med-

iterranean area on 15 Movember 1367.

In—cronping itk the V.3, Slxil Fleet on 22 November 19 J?, ul'a
TSS SEANTNT Ly commenced operating within the Mediterrznean Sez, From

6-10 December the souadron - .artlcmat 58 in PEIMLAX 10~67 providing close

air support in coordination with the ‘arine jmohibious Landine Forces,

Trhe"Boomers®" of Figbtsr Scuadron SIXTY 9W0 lLave narticinat-d in

verious major Sixth Fleet/:iT( sxercises and visited the norts of Vslletta,

Malta; Hanles, Ttely; Palma, S:2inj Souds DTay, Creete; Stians, Crzaces
Palermo, Sicily; Barcelons, Swain; Le Spezia, Ttaly and Tenor, Italy,.

On June 25 Fishter Scuacron SIXTY 7.0 olayed 2 major role in tte
celebration of the Sixtk Fleet!s Tirantietl - nnivprar:y. Some thirty
s!“ips and more than twice as many aircraft from TS SY¥ MiI L and 'S8

DITMMINCT narticipated in ik i= exceptionally well eﬂ'Fcntea DrOZram,
Of tre aircraft flovm from the deck of BSS SELINRI Li during the sir-
power demunwiration, almost one cmartor wore the yellow tail syrool of
the Seazoing Soomerangs,

i
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During this editerrrnesn Tenlorment the "Boomers' sccimulated
2462,0 hours, advanced 40 men in retc mnd had = vers safe cruise withoub
the lose of any personnel or aircrsft, -

Tke squadron returned to its Lome base st Cecil Ficid, Tlorides on
4 fugust 1958,

On 12 August 1960 CD2 Samuel o EUBBLRD, Jre, USH relieved GO
Donald L. WEITHH, IS as Comreuding Officer, of Tigtter Squadron
SIXTY TWO0. The change of command ceremonies were held 2% NAS Cecil
Tield, Florida,.
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V=62 CORpAND HISTORY (CONT'D)

During the first severzl weeks of Octbber 1968, Fighter Squacron
SIETY TWO conducted extensive training exercises prior to embarkation
onboard USS SHANGRI L& for a one month deployment to the Caribbean. -
These exercises included competitive ajir to ground bombing missions and
field carrier landing practice at nearby Hayport.

The Sea-going Boomerangs joined the SHANGRI-La earlier than anyone
expected, As hurricane Hazel approached the Florida coast, VF62, along
with other squadrons of CVWE, rcceived an immediate emergency recall
on the evening of 17 October, By early the next morning, the air wing
and thedr supporting supplies were on board CVA 38 and departed for
Guantanamo Bay, where the aircraft were to follow several days later,

The sguadron's pilots conducted a week of air to air gunnery exercises
of f the southern coast of Cuba prior to heginning referesher carrier
landings aboard the SHANGRI-LA. For the next three uveeks, the scuadron
flew exclusively from the carrier, the last ten days of which were spent
off the Jacksonville coast.

Returning to Cecil Field on November 17, Fighter Squadron SIXTY TWO
participated in routine training missions and prepared to depart all
squadron spaces, OVW8 officially cttached to CVAS38 in éarly
December and bade farewell to HAS Cecil until the following.

On December 3rd, the ship was undervay from Mayport and steamed
for an operating area off the northern coast of Puerto Rico. For the
next two weeks, the Boomers averaged two flights a day per pilot, as
they prepared for the forthcoming Operational Readiness Inspection,
The ORI went smoothly for Fighting SIETY TWO; relentless practice and
a high experience level paid off, as the scuadron compiled an overull
grade of excellent,

Following the successful ORI, SHANGRI L& stecmed home to Havport,
arriving there on December 21st, For the next fiftecn days, the crew
enjoyed a well earned Christmas Holiday, - b : Ty

et - e LY
- -

Fighter Squadron SIXTY TWO left Hayport on the seventh of January,
1969 based onboard the USS SEANGRI L4 (CVA38) and headed for a scven
nonth Mediterranean cruise. The sguadron had twelve pilots zssigned
and ten F8H's, Ilediterranesn air operations werc comacnced on 17 January

1969,

s . OnnR0 Januery 1969 LIJG J, T. SEINNER was killed vhen his aircraft
M.hlqﬁtdthé\flightZprk after a day arrcstment, LTJG SKINNER was VE-62's
second fatality sifice the squadron was cstablished in 1955,
TF“?ﬁe*ship”whg%Eﬁéﬁofg&?iﬁ;ﬁéfﬁémona, Spain from the fourth to the
tonth™ of February and in Canties, Frances from the eighteenth to the

1



VFe62 GO L. 3D isvorn. (Coutp)

twenty-seventh, During the eight deys betwesen Barcelona and Cennes,
the squadron participsted in Operation Poop Deck, operating with the
Spaniards, -

Netional Week was the next major fleet exercise for Fighting 62.
Upon completion of National Week, the SHANGRY LA headed for Neples, to
stay there from the eight to the sevontcenth of ¥arch, Two deys Ddelore
the ship errived in Naples, o six plone BOGIER detachuent departed for
th“AfForce Basc, Tripoli, for a week of air-to~alr gunnery.
CDR experienced the SHANGRI Td's 100,000 cat shot since recom-
wissioning on departing to Wheelus. The natives proved friendly ond
much good gunnery wzs accormplished, irproving the squadron's combat
readiness.

Soon after departing Waples, Fighting SIXTY TWO participated in &
brief Quickdraw exercise, Following the Quickdraw, a debachment was sent
to operatc from WAF Sigonella, Sicily vhile the SHANGRI L& held cerrier
qualifications, Iany hours of CAP and service flights were flown from
Sigonella in very few days.

Back on board once agnin the BOOMERS ended the month in Athens,
being in port from the tuenty-fourth to the twenty-nincth,

_ Increascd Russian activity in the lieditorronesn placed increased
CAP demcnds on Fighting SIXIY TWO os can be seen by the throc wmonth total
of 985 £light hours and 493 treps,






and I oot nede triple SHANGRY ZA Centurian.

The quarter was also marked by Ready Room One becoming the show nlace
of CAG-8, Ve played host to the CNO, Oreek Admirals, Italian Generals,
Turkish ®ilots, Dlstinguished Hembers of the German Parliament, and mamy
others., As always, we pub on a good showe





